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Recall that if A is a self-adjoint operator we can form the one parameter
group of unitary operators '
U(t) = e'4t

by virtue of a functional calculus which allows us to construct f(A) for any
bounded Borel function defined on R (if we use our first proof of the spectral
theorem using the Gelfand representation theorem) or for any function holomor-
phic on Spec(A) if we use our second proof. In any event, the spectral theorem
allows us to write o
Ut) = / e \dE,.
—0o0
We called this assertion the first half of Stone’s theorem. The second half (to
be stated more precisely below) asserts the converse: that any one parameter
group of unitary transformations can be written in either, hence both, of the
above forms.
The idea that we will follow hinges on the following elementary computation

> ; 1
/ e(z—l—zz)tdt —
0 zZ+x

valid for any real number z. If we substitute A for x and write U(t) instead of
et this suggests that

if Rez<0

oo
(2 +iA)7 = / U (t)dt if Re z < 0.
0
Multiplying by ¢ and setting w = izwould give

oo
R(w,A) = —z'/ U (t)dt if Tm w < 0.
0
Replacing A by —A or, what is the same thing, integrating from 0 to —oo
will give us the resolvent for complex numbers with positive imaginary part.
Our previous studies encourage us to believe that once we have found all these
putative resolvents, it should not be so hard to reconstruct A.

This program works! But because of some of the subtleties involved in the
definition of a self-adjoint operator, we will begin with an important theorem



of von-Neumann which we will need, and which will also greatly clarify exactly
what it means to be self-adjoint.

A second matter which will lengthen these proceedings is that while we are at
it, we will prove a more general version of Stone’s theorem valid in an arbitrary
Frechet space and for “uniformly bounded semigroups” rather than unitary
groups. Stone proved his theorem to meet the needs of quantum mechanics,
where a unitary one parameter group corresponds, via Wigner’s theorem to
a one parameter group of symmetries of the logic of quantum mechanics. In
more pedestrian terms, unitary one parameter groups arise from solutions of
Schrodinger’s equation. But many other important equations, for example the
heat equations in various settings, require the more general result.

The treatment here will essentially follow that of Yosida, Functional Analysis
especially Chapter IX, and from Nelson, Topics in dynamics I: Flows.
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1 von Neumann’s Cayley transform.

The group GI(2, C) of all invertible complex two by two matrices acts as “frac-
tional linear transformations” on the plane: the matrix

(a b) az+b
sends 2z +—
c d

cz+d

Two different matrices M; and M, give the same fractional linear transformation
if and only if My = AM, for some (non-zero complex) number A as is clear from

the definition. Since
1 —i AN 9 1 0
1 4 -1 1) 0 1)’

the fractional linear transformations corresponding to G _/> and (_zl i)

are inverse to one another.

It is a theorem in the elementary theory of complex variables that fractional
linear transformations are the only orientation preserving transformations of
the plane which carry circles and lines into circles and lines. Even without

1
(extended) real axis onto the unit circle,and hence its inverse carries the unit
circle onto the extended real axis. (“Extended” means with the point oo added.)

We might think of (multiplication by) a real number as a self-adjoint trans-
formation on a one dimensional Hilbert space, and (multiplication by) a number
of absolute value one as a unitary operator on a one dimensional Hilbert space.
This suggests in general that if A is a self adjoint operator, then (H + iI)(H —
iI)~! should be unitary. In fact, we can be much more precise. First some
definitions:

An operator U, possibly defined only on a subspace of H is called isometric
if |Uz|| = ||z|| for all z in its domain of definition.

Recall that in order to define the adjoint 7™ of an operator T it is necessary
that D(T) be dense in H. (Otherwise the equation (Tz,y) = (z,T*y) V = €
D(T) does not determine T*y.) A transformation T' (in a Hilbert space H) is
called symmetric if D(T') is dense in H so T* is defined and

. . . . 1 —i .
this general theory, an immediate computation shows that ( Z.Z) carries the

D(T)cCc D(T*) andTx=T"2z Yze€ D(T).

Another way of saying the same thing is T is symmetric if D(T) is dense
and
(Tz,y) = (x,Ty) Vaz,yeDT).

A self-adjoint transformation is symmetric since D(T") = D(T*) is one of the
requirements of being self-adjoint. Exactly how and why a symmetric operator
can fail to be self-adjoint will be clarified in the ensuing discussion. All of the
results of this section are due to von Neumann.



Theorem 1 Let T be a closed symmetric operator. Then (T +iI)x = 0 implies
that © = 0 for any x € D(T) so (T +iI)~! exists as an operator on its domain

D [(T +4iI)™'] = im(T +iI).
This operator is bounded on its domain and the operator

Up = (T —4iI)(T +4I)™"  with D{Ur) = D [(T +iI)~'] =im(T +iI)

1

is isometric and closed. The operator (I — Ur)~! exists and

T=i(Ur+I)Ur—-1)"".

In particular, D(T) = im(I — Ur) is dense in H.
Conversely, if U is a closed isometric operator such that im(I —U) is dense
in H then T =i(U +I)(I —U) ! is a symmetric operator with U = Ur.

Proof. For any z € D(T') we have
([T £ iz, [T £il|z) = (Tz,Tx) £ (Tz,iz) £+ (iz,Tx) + (2, ).
The middle terms cancel because T is symmetric. Hence
[T £ ilJel® = [|T||* + ||=]|*. (1)

Taking the plus sign shows that (T'+ iI)z =0 = 2z = 0 and also shows that
[T + iT]z|| > ||=|| so

T+ 'yl <yl y € [T +I)(D(T)).
If we write z = [T+ iI] 'y then (1) shows that
1Uryl* = [IT|* + [|=]1* = [ly]I”

so Ur is an isometry with domain consisting of all y = (T' + il)z, i.e. with
domain D([T +4I]71).

We now show that Ur is closed. So we must show that if y, — y and
zn — z where z, = Upy,, then y € D(Ur) and Ury = z. The y,, form a Cauchy
sequence and y, = [T + il]z, since y,, € im(T + iI). From (1) we see that
the z,, and the T'z,, form a Cauchy sequence, so z,, = = and T'z,, = w which
implies that z € D(T) and Tz = w since T is assumed to be closed. But then
T+il)r=w+iz=ysoy € D(Ur) and w —iz = z = Ury. So we have shown
that Ur is closed.

Subtract and add the equations

y = (T+il)z
Ury = (T —il)z to get
1
5(1 —Ur)y = iz and
1



The third equation shows that
I-Ur)y=0=2=0=>Tz=0 =>T+Ur)y=0

by the fourth equation. So
1
y = 5(T = Urly + [T +Tily) = 0.

Thus (I — Ur)~! exists, and (I — Ur)~'y = 2iz from the third of the four
equations above, and the last equation gives

1 1
Te = 5(1 +Ur)y = 5(I + Ur)(I — Ur) ™' 2ix

or
T=i(I+Ur)I—-Up)™!

as required. Furthermore, every x € D(T) is in im(I — Ur). This completes the
proof of the first half of the theorem.

Now suppose we start with an isometry U and suppose that (I —U)y =0
for some y € D(U). Let z € im(I — U) so z = w — Uw for some w. We have

(y,2) = (y,w) — (y,Uw) = (Uy,Uw) - (y,Uw) = (Uy —y,Uw) = 0.

Since we are assuming that im(/ — U) is dense in H, the condition (y,2) =
0V z € im(I — U) implies that y = 0. Thus (I — U)~! exists, and we may define

T=iI+U)I-U)"

with
D(T)=D(I-U)"'=im(I-0)

dense in H. Suppose that z = (I —U)u, y= (I —U)v € D(H) =im(I —U).
Then

(Tz,y) = (i + U)u, (I = U)v) =i[(Uu,v) — (u,Uv)] + i [(u,v) = (Uu, Uv)].
The second expression in brackets vanishes since U is an isometry. So (Tz,y) =
i(Uu,v) —i(u,Uv) = (=Uu, iv) + (u,iUv) = ([I = Ulw, [l + Ulv) = (z,Ty).

This shows that T is symmetric.
To see that Uy = U we again write z = (I — U)u. We have

Tr=i(I+U)u so (T +il)x =2iu and (T —il)x = 2iUu.
Thus D(Ur) = {2iz z € D(U)} = D(U) and
Ur(2iu) = 2iUu = u(2iu).

Thus U = Ur.



We must still show that T is a closed operator. H maps z, = (I — U)u,
to (I + U)uy. If both (I — U)u, and (I + U)u, converge, then u, and Uu,
converge. The fact that U is closed implies that if 4 = lim u,, then v € D(U) and
Uu = lim Uu,. But this that (I —U)u, = (I —=U)u and i(I +U)u, — i(I+U)u
so T is closed. QED

The map T — Uy from symmetric operators to isometries is called the
Cayley transform.

Recall that an isometry is unitary if its domain and image are all of H. If
U is a closed isometry, then z,, € D(U) and z,, — z that Ux, is convergent,
hence z € D(U) and Uz = limUz,. Similarly, if Uz, — y then the z,, are
Cauchy, hence convergent to an z with Uz = y. So for any closed isometry
U the spaces D(U)+ and im(U)! measure how far U is from being unitary: If
they both reduce to the zero subspace then U is unitary.

For a closed symmetric operator T define

Hf ={z € HT*z =iz} and H, ={z € H|T*z = —iz}. (2)
The main theorem of this section is

Theorem 2 Let T be a closed symmetric operator and U = Ur its Cayley
transform. Then

Hf =DU)" and H; = (im(U))*.

Every x € D(T*) is uniquely expressible as
T=2To+ Ty +x_
with o € D(T), x4 € H} and x_ € Hy, so
T*z =Txo + izy —iz_.
In particular, T is self adjoint if and only if U is unitary.
Proof. To say that z € D(U)* =D (T + z'I)_l)J' that
(z,(T+il)y) =0 Vye D).

This says that

(z,Ty) = —(z,1y) = (iz,y) Vye D).

This is precisely the assertion that z € D(T*) and T*x = iz. We can read these
equations backwards to conclude that H} = D(U)*. Similarly, if z € im(U)*
then (z, (T — il)z) =0 Vz € D(H) implying T*z = —iz and conversely.



We know that D(U) and im(U) are closed subspaces of H so any w € H can
be written as the sum of an element of D(U) and an element of D(U)+. Taking
w = (T™* +il)z for some x € D(T*) gives

(T* 4+ i)z =y + 1, x0 € D(U) =im(T +4I), z; € D(U)*.
We can write yo = (T + il)xo, o € D(T') so
(T*+il)z = (T +il)zo + z1.
Since T* =T on D(T) and T*z; = iz1as x1 € D(T)* we have
T*x1 +ix1 = 2iz1.

So if we set

1
Ty = 2—7:1'1
we have
z; = (T*+il)zy, x4 € D(T)* .
S0
(T*+iDxe = (T* +il)(zo + z4)
or

T*(x —xo —xy) = —i(x — o — 24).
This implies that (z — zo — z4) € Hy =im(U)"*. So if we set
T_=x—To— Ty

we get the desired decomposition £ = zo + 4 + z_.
To show that the decomposition is unique, suppose that

zo+ Ty +2_ =0.
Applying (T™* +iI) gives
0= (T +il)zy + 2iz.

But (T +il)zo € D(U) and 24 € D(U)* so both terms above must be zero,
so £ = 0. Also, from the preceding theorem we know that (T + i)z =0 =
2o = 0. Hence since zo =0 and x4 = 0 we must also have z_ = 0. QED

1.1 An elementary example.

Take H = Ly([0, 1]) relative to the standard Lebesgue measure. Consider the
operator %% which is defined on all elements of H whose derivative, in the sense
of distributions, is again in L2([0,1]). For any two such elements we have the
integration by parts formula

(1%,1,) = 2(L)y(D) — x(0)y(0) + ( 1%.@) :



(Even though in general the value at a point of an element in Lo makes no sense,
if z is such that =’ € Ly then ; foh x(t)dt makes sense, and integration by parts
using a continuous representative for x shows that the limit of this expression
is well defined and equal to z(0) for our continuous representative.) Suppose
we take T' = %% but with D(T') consisting of those elements whose derivatives
belong to Lo as above, but which in addition satisfy

This space is dense in H = Ly but if y is any function whose derivative is in H,
we see from the integration by parts formula that

1d
(Tz,y) = (»’Ea g%y) .

In other words, using the Riesz representation theorem, we see that

*

_1d

Cddt

defined on all y with derivatives in Ly. Notice that
T*eit — :Fie:l:t

so in fact the spaces H are both one dimensional.
For each complex number e? of absolute value one we can find a “self adjoint
extension” Ay of T, that is an operator Ay such that

D(T) c D(Ap) C D(T™)

with D(A4y) = D(A}), Ag = A} and Ag =T on D(T'). Indeed, let D(Ag) consist
of all z with derivatives in Ly and which satisfy the “boundary condition”

z(1) = e2(0).

Let us compute A} and its domain. Since D(T') C D(Ay), if (4gz,y) = (x, Ajy)
we must have y € D(T™*) and Ajy = %%y. But then the integration by parts
formula gives

(A2,9) = (2, 1 Sy) = €*a(0)y(T) ~ 2(0)y(0).

This will vanish for all € D(Ap) if and only if y € D(A4p). so we see that Ay
is self adjoint.

The moral is that to construct a self adjoint operator from a differential
operator which is symmetric, we may have to supplement it with appropriate
boundary conditions.

On the other hand, consider the same operator %% considered as an un-
bounded operator on La(R). We take as its domain the set of all elements



of z € L2(R) whose distributional derivatives belong to L2(R) and such that
lim; .+ = 0. The functions e** do not belong to L2(R) and so our operator
is in fact self-adjoint. So the issue of whether or not we must add boundary
conditions depends on the nature of the domain where the differential operator
is to be defined. A deep analysis of this phenomenon for second order ordinary
differential equations was provided by Hermann Weyl in a paper published in
1911. It is safe to say that much of the progress in the theory of self-adjoint
operators was in no small measure influenced by a desire to understand and
generalize the results of this fundamental paper.

2 Equibounded semi-groups on a Frechet space.

A Frechet space is a vector space with a topology defined by a sequence of semi-
norms and which is complete. An important example is the Schwartz space S.
Let F be such a space. We want to consider a one parameter family of operators
T; on F defined for all £ > 0 and which satisfy the following conditions:

[ ] TO = I
L] Tt o Ts = Tt+5
o lim;_y4, Tix = Tiox Vio > 0 and x € F.

e For any defining seminorm p there is a defining seminorm ¢ such that
p(Tiz) < Kq(z) forallt >0 and all z € X.

We call such a family an equibounded continuous semigroup. We will
usually drop the adjective “continuous” and even “equibounded” since we will
not be considering any other kind of semigroup.

2.1 The infinitesimal generator.

We are going to begin by showing that every such semigroup has an “ infinites-

imal generator”, i.e. can be written in some sense as T; = e4t. It is important
to observe that we have made a serious change of convention in that we are
dropping the i that we have used until now. With this new notation, for exam-
ple, the infinitesimal generator of a group of unitary transformations will be a
skew-adjoint operator rather than a self-adjoint operator. There are many good
reasons for this change in notation, but I do not want to go into them now.

So we define the operator A as

1
Az = }{% ;(Tt —Iz.

That is A is the operator defined on the domain D(A) consisting of those z for
which the limit exists.



Our first task is to show that D(A) is dense in F. For this we begin as
promised with the putative resolvent

R(z) := / e “Tydt
0
which is defined (by the boundedness and continuity properties of T3) for all z

with Re z > 0. We begin by checking that every element of im R(z) belongs to
D(A): We have

1 [ 1 [
(Th = IR(2)z = 7 / e Ty prdt — 7 / e Tyxdt =
0 0

1/0o e "M xdr 1/OO e A Txdt = eZh_l/Oo e ATy xdt 1/h e ATy xdt
h O A T TR '

1 [t
—E/ e ATy xdt.
0

If we now let h — 0, the integral inside the bracket tends to zero, and the
expression on the right tends to x since Tp = I. We thus see that

S| =

e*h — 1
h

h
R(z)x—/ e A Tydt
0

R(z)z € D(A)

and
AR(2) = zR(z) — I,

or, rewriting this in a more familiar form,
(21 — A)R(z) =1. (3)

We will now show that D(A) is dense in F by showing that the span of the
im(R(z)) is dense. In fact, taking s to be real, we will show that

lim sR(s)r=2 Vaxze€bkF. 4)

§—00
oo
/ se %t =1
0

sR(s)r —x = s/ e S Tyr — xdt.
0

Indeed,

for any s > 0. So we can write

Applying any seminorm p we obtain

p(sR(s)z —x) < s /000 e tp(Tyx — x)dt.

10



For any € > 0 we can, by the continuity of T}, find a § > 0 such that
plix—z)<e V 0<t<4.
Now let us write
0 d o)
s/ e ip(Tyx — x)dt = s/ e tp(Tyx — x)dt + s/ e 'p(Tyx — x)dt.
0 0 s

The first integral is bounded by

d 0
es/ e *tdt < es/ e *tdt = e.
0 0

As to the second integral, let M be a bound for p(Tyx) + p(x) which exists by
the uniform boundedness of T;. The triangle inequality says that p(Tix — ) <
p(Tyz) + p(z) so the second integral is bounded by

o0
M/ se”tdt = Me™*%9.
)

This tends to 0 as s — o0, completing the proof that sR(s)x — x and hence
that D(A) is dense in F.

3 The differential equation

Theorem 3 If x € D(A) then for anyt >0

1 _ _
%li}% E[Tt+h - Tt].'L' = ATtIII = TtAIL'

In colloquial terms, we can formulate the theorem as saying that

d
T, =AT, =T;A
it t t

in the sense that the appropriate limits exist when applied to z € D(A).

Proof. Since T; is continuous in ¢, we have

1 1
T; Az =Ty lim = [Ty, — Iz = lim —[T;Ty, — Ti]z =
AN\O K AN\O K
.1 o1
}1}{‘1:6 E[T,H_h - Tz = %1{1%) E[Th — Tz
for x € D(A). This shows that Tz € D(A) and

.1
’EI{‘I%J E[Tt+h - Tt]IL' = ATt.'L' = TtAIL'

11



To prove the theorem we must show that we can replace h \, 0 by h — 0.
Our strategy is to show that with the information that we already have about
the existence of right handed derivatives, we can conclude that

t
Tix—x = / TsAxds.
0

Since Tj is continuous, this is enough to give the desired result. In order to
establish the above equality, it is enough, by the Hahn-Banach theorem to prove
that for any £ € F™* we have

UTa) — 0(z) = /0 T, Az ds.

In turn, it is enough to prove this equality for the real and imaginary parts of £.
So it all boils down to a lemma in the theory of functions of a real variable:

Lemma 1 Suppose that f is a continuous real valued function of t with the
property that the right hand derivative

+ —
AP (CSORS R

exists for all t and g(t) is continuous. Then f is differentiable with f' = g.

Proof. We first prove that ‘fi—: f > 0on an interval [a,b] implies that f(b) >
f(a). Suppose not. Then there exists an € > 0 such that

() = f(a) < —€(b—a).
Set

Then F'(a) =0 and
& F>0
E > .

At a this implies that there is some ¢ > a near a with F(¢) > 0. On the other
hand, since F(b) < 0, and F is continuous, there will be some point s < b
with F(s) = 0 and F(t) < 0 for s < t < b. This contradicts the fact that

+
9_F(s) > 0.+
Thus if Cfi—t f > m on an interval [t1, 2] we may apply the above result to
f(t) — mt to conclude that

f(t2) = f(t1) > m(tz — t1),

and if ‘fi—: f () < M we can apply the above result t:) Mt — f(t) to conclude that
f(t2) = f(t1) < M(t2—t1). Soif m = ming(t) = % f on the interval [t;, ;] and
M is the maximum, we have

)= fw) _

ST T <
Since we are assuming that g is continuous, this is enough to prove that f is
indeed differentiable with derivative g. QED

12



3.1 The resolvent.
We have already verified that

maps F' into D(A) and satisfies
(2I—A)R(2) =1

for all z with Re z > 0, cf (3).
We shall now show that for this range of 2

(2I-A)x=0 = =0 2€D(A)
so that (2] — A)~! exists and is given by R(z). Suppose that
Az =zzx 1z € D(A)
and choose £ € F* with £(z) = 1. Consider

#(t) = U(Tyz).

By the result of the preceding section we know that ¢ is a differentiable function
of t and satisfies the differential equation

¢ (t) = Ty Az) = 26(t), ¢(0) = 1.
So
p(t) = e

which is impossible since ¢(t) is a bounded function of ¢ and the right hand
side of the above equation is not bounded for ¢ > 0 since the real part of z is
positive.

We have from (3) that

(21 — A)R(z)(z] — A)x = (21 — A)z

and we know that R(z)(zI — A)z € D(A). From the injectivity of 2] — A we
conclude that R(z)(zI — A)z = =.

From (2I — A)R, = I we see that zI — A maps im R(z) C D(A) onto F so
certainly zI — A maps D(A) onto F bijectively. Hence

im(R(2)) = D(A), im(zI—A)=F

and
R(z) = (21 — A)~L.

We have already established the following:

13



The resolvent R, = R(z) = R(z,A) = [ e *'T;dt is defined as a strong
limit for Re z > 0 and, for this range of z:

D(4) = im(R(z, A)) (5)

AR(z,A)x = R(2,A)Az = (zR(z,A)—I)z z € D(A) (6)
AR(z,A)x = (zR(z,A)—DNx VYzeF (7

Zh/nolo zR(z,A)r = =x for zreal Vz € F. (8)

We also have
Theorem 4 The operator A is closed.

Proof. Suppose that z,, € D(A), z, — z and y, — y where y,, = Az,. We
must show that z € D(A) and Az = y. Set

zZni=I—A)x, s0 z,—>T—y.
Since R(1,A) = (I — A)~! is a bounded operator, we conclude that
r=limz, =lim(l — A) 2, = (I - A)~(z —y).
From (5) we see that z € D(A) and from the preceding equation that (I — A)z =
z—yso Az =y. QED
3.1.1 Application to Stone’s theorem.

We now have enough information to complete the proof of Stone’s theorem:

Suppose that U(t) is a one-parameter group of unitary transformations on
a Hilbert space. We have (U(t)z,y) = (z,U(t)"y) = (x,U(—t)y) and so differ-
entiating at the origin shows that the infinitesimal generator A, which we know
to be closed, is skew-symmetric:

(Az,y) = (z,Ay) Y z,y € D(A).

Also the resolvents (2] — A)~! exist for all z which are not purely imaginary,
and (2 — A) maps D(A) onto the whole Hilbert space H.

Writing A = 4T we see that T is symmetric and that its Cayley transform
Ur has zero kernel and is surjective, i.e. is unitary. Hence T is self-adjoint.
This proves Stone’s theorem that every one parameter group of unitary trans-
formations is of the form €Tt with T self-adjoint.

3.2 Examples.

For r > 0 let
Jo =T —r 1At =rR(r, A

so by (6) we have
AT, =r(Jp = 1I). 9)

14



3.2.1 Translations.

Consider the one parameter group of translations acting on La(R):
[U#)z](s) = z(s — t).

This is defined for all € S and is an isometric isomorphism there, so extends
to a unitary one parameter group acting on Ly(R). Equally well, we can take
the above equation in the sense of distributions, where it makes sense for all
elements of &', in particular for all elements of L2(R). We know that we can
differentiate in the distributional sense to obtain

d

ds

as the “infinitesimal generator” in the distributional sense. Let us see what the
general theory gives. Let y, := J,.x so

yr(s) = r/ e "r(s —t)dt = r/ e "Wy (u)du.
0

—00

The right hand expression is a differentiable function of s and

yl(s) = rx(s) — r2/ e*T(S*“)m(u)du =rxz(s) — ry,(s).
On the other hand we know from (9) that
Ay, = Adrz = r(y, — x).

Putting the two equations together gives

_4
ds

as expected. This is a skew-adjoint operator in accordance with Stone’s theorem.

3.2.2 The heat equation.
Let F' consist of the bounded uniformly continuous functions on R. For ¢ > 0
define

[Tix](s —(5=0)/2t 3 (v dw.

=

In other words, T} is convolution with

1 e—u2 /2t
27t
We have already verified in our study of the Fourier transform that this is a

continuous semi-group (when we set To = I) when acting on S. It is easy
enough to verify that these operators are continuous in the uniform norm and
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hence extend to an equibounded semigroup on F. We will now verify that the
infinitesimal generator A of this semigroup is

1d
© 2ds?
with domain consisting of all twice differentiable functions.
Let us set y, = J,.x so

* R SR Py ]
z(v T e TtV dt| dv
/oo ®) [/0 V2t
o0 o0 ]. 2 2 2
/ z(v) [/ 2\/r e Tls=v)"/20 da] dv setting t = o2 /r
0

yr(s)

—o V2r

since for any ¢ > 0 we have

/oo e_(g2+c2/g-2)do_ — 46—20. (10)

0

Let me postpone the calculation of this integral to the end of the subsection.
Assuming the evaluation of this integral we can write

rNz [ [ s
yr(s) = (—) [/ m(v)e“/ﬂ(”_s)dv +/ e‘m(s_”)dv] .
2 e —0o0
This is a differentiable function of s and we can differentiate to obtain

yn(s) =r [/ z(v)e V(=9 gy —/ m(v)eﬁ(s”)dv] i

o0

This is also differentiable and compute its derivative to obtain
oo
yr(s) = —2rz(s) + 7“3/2\/5/ z(v))e~V2rlv=slgy,

or
Yy =2r(yr — 2).
Comparing this with (9) which says that Ay, = r(y, — x) we see that indeed

1
T 2ds?’

Let us now verify the evaluation of the integral in (10): Start with the known

integral
h e da = vr
0 2
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Set x = 0 — ¢/o so that dz = (1 + ¢/0?)do and & = 0 corresponds to o = \/c.
Thus @ =

o) o0
/ e~ (e=¢/9*(1 1 ¢/o)2do = 626/ e+ (1 + ¢/ sigma®)do
Ve

Ve
i 2, .2/ 2 © 2, .2/,.2y C
=e2c [/ 67(0 +c* /o )d0'+/ 67(0 +c /a)_zda. .
Ve Ve o
In the second integral inside the brackets set t = —c/o so dt = S do and this

second integral becomes

.
/ T gy
0

ﬁ = e2c /OO 67(0'2+02/0'2)d0—
2 0

and hence

which is (10).

3.2.3 Bochner’s theorem.

A complex valued continuous function F is called positive definite if for every
continuous function ¢ of compact support we have

// (t — 5)¢(t)(s)dtds > 0. (11)

(Fx¢,0) >0

We can write this as

where the convolution is taken in the sense of generalized functions. If we write
F=Gand ¢= '¢ then this equation becomes

(G, 9) =20

or
(G,191*) > 0

which will certainly be true if G is a finite non-negative measure. Bochner’s
theorem asserts the converse: that any positive definite function is the Fourier
transform of a finite non-negative measure. We shall follow Yosida pp. 346-347
in showing that Stone’s theorem implies Bochner’s theorem.

Let F denote the space of functions on R which have finite support, i.e.
vanish outside a finite set. This is a complex vector space, and has the semi-

scalar product
= Z F(t—s)x(t)y(s).
t,s

17



(It is easy to see that the fact that F is a positive definite function implies that
(z,2) > 0 for all x € F.) Passing to the quotient by the subspace of null vectors
and completing we obtain a Hilbert space H.

Let U, be defined by [U,z](t) = z(t — r) as usual. Then

Urz,Upy) = ZFt s)z(t—r)y(s —r) = ZF (t+r—(s+r)z)y(s) = (z,).

t,s

So U, descends to H to define a unitary operator which we shall continue to
denote by U,. We thus obtain a one parameter group of unitary transformations
on H. According to Stone’s theorem there exists a resolutions Ey of the identity

such that -
Ut :/ eitAdE)\.

—0Q

Now choose § € F to be defined by

Cf1f t=0
5(t)_{0 if 0

Let x be the image of § in H. Then
(Uyz,x) ZFt—s (t—r)d(s) = F(r).

But by Stone we have

o0 . oo .
F(r) = / ey , = / Al Ey||?

—0Q —0o0

so we have represented F' as the Fourier transform of a finite non-negative
measure. QED

The logic of our argument has been the Spectral Theorem implies Stone’s
theorem implies Bochner’s theorem. In fact, assuming the Hille-Yosida theorem
on the existence of semigroups to be proved below, one can go in the opposite
direction. Given a one parameter group U(t) of unitary transformations, it is
easy to check that for any x € H the function ¢t — (U(t)x, x) is positive definite,
and then use Bochner’s theorem to derive the spectral theorem on the cyclic
subspace generated by z under U(t). One can then get the full spectral theorem
in multiplication operator form as above.

4 The power series expansion of the exponen-
tial.

In finite dimensions we have the formula
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with convergence guaranteed as a result of the convergence of the usual expo-
nential series in one variable. (There are serious problems with this definition
from the point of view of numerical implementation which we will not discuss
here.)

In infinite dimensional spaces some additional assumptions have to be placed
on an operator B before we can conclude that the above series converges. Here
is a very stringent condition which nevertheless suffices for our purposes.

Let F be a Frechet space and B a continuous map of F' — F. We will assume
that the B* are equibounded in the sense that for any defining semi-norm p
there is a constant K and a defining semi-norm ¢ such that

p(B*z) < Kq(z) Vk=1,2,... Yz €F.

Here the K and ¢ are independent of k£ and z.

Then
Ltk otk "tk
( 7P z) <Y —!P(B z) < Cq(z) 7
m m n
and so

is a Cauchy sequence for each fixed ¢ and = (and uniformly in any compact

interval of ¢). It therefore converges to a limit. We will denote the map = —
k
o Bkz by
exp(tB).
This map is linear, and the computation above shows that
p(exp(tB)z) < K exp(t)q(z).

The usual proof (using the binomial formula) shows that ¢ — exp(¢B) is a one
parameter equibounded semi-group. More generally, if B and C are two such
operators then if BC = C'B then exp(t(B + C)) = (exp tB)(exp tC).

Also, from the power series it follows that the infinitesimal generator of
exptB is B.

5 The Hille Yosida theorem.

Let us now return to the general case of an equibounded semigroup 7; with
infinitesimal generator A on a Frechet space F' where we know that the resolvent
R(z,A) for Re z > 0 is given by
oo
R(z,A)x = / e ' Tyadt.
0
This formula shows that R(z, A)z is continuous in z. The resolvent equation

R(z,A) — R(w,A) = (w — 2)R(z, A)R(w, A)
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then shows that R(z, A)z is complex differentiable in z with derivative —R(z, A)?z.
It then follows that R(z, A)z has complex derivative of all order given by

d"R(z, A)x _

o (—1)"n!R(z, A)" .

On the other hand, differentiating the integral formula for the resolvent n- times

gives
d"R(z,A)x R
bkt ol e/ ) T,
dan /0 e ( t) tdt

where differentiation under the integral sign is justified by the fact that the T}
are equicontinuous in ¢. Putting the previous two equations together gives

zn—i—l

o0
—_— / e Tyadt.
0

(zR(z, A))""z = =

This implies that for any semi-norm p we have

n+1 o]
PR )e) < S [ et sup p(Tia)dt = supp(Tia)
n: Jo t>0 >0

oo !
_ mn.

e Fndt = ——.

0 zn—i—l

Since the T; are equibounded by hypothesis, we conclude

since

Proposition 1 The family of operators {(zR(z, A))"} is equibounded in Re
z>0andn=20,1,2,....

We now come to the main result of this section:

Theorem 5 [Hille-Yosida. | Let A be an operator with dense domain D(A),
and such that the resolvents

R(n,A) = (nI — A)~!

ezist and are bounded operators for n = 1,2,.... Then A is the infinitesimal
generator of a uniquely determined equibounded semigroup if and only if the
operators

{I-n"t4)™™}
are equibounded inm =0,1,2... andn=1,2,....
Proof. If A is the infinitesimal generator of an equibounded semi-group then
we know that the {(I —n~'A)~™} are equibounded by virtue of the preceding
proposition. So we must prove the converse.

Set
Jo= T =n"t4)™!
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s0 J, =n(nl — A)~! and so for z € D(A) we have
Jn(nl — A)x = nzx

or
JnAz =n(J, — .

Similarly (nf — A)J, = nl so AJ, = n(J, — I). Thus we have
Adpx = J,Ax =n(J, — Iz VYV z € D(A). (12)

The idea of the proof is now this: By the results of the preceding section, we
can construct the one parameter semigroup s — exp(sJ,). Set s = nt. We can
then form e~™ exp(ntJ,,) which we can write as exp(tn(J, — I)) = exp(tAJ,)
by virtue of (12). We expect from (4) that

lim Jox=2 V z€F. (13)
n—oo
This then suggests that the limit of the exp(tAJ,) be the desired semi-group.
So we begin by proving (13). We first prove it for z € D(A). For such z
we have (J, — I)z = n~'J,Az by (12) and this approaches zero since the J,
are equibounded. But since D(A) is dense in F' and the J,, are equibounded we
conclude that (13) holds for all z € F.
Now define

Tt(") =exp(tAJ,) := exp(nt(J, — I)) = e ™ exp(ntJ,).
We know from the preceding section that

("t)k k nt
plexp(ntJn)z) <D = =p(Jiz) < e Kq(a)

which implies that
p(TVz) < Kq(2). (14)

Thus the family of operators {T;*} is equibounded for all ¢ > 0 and n =1, 2,....
We next want to prove that the {T*} converge as n — oo uniformly on each
compact interval of ¢:

The J, commute with one another by their definition, and hence J,, com-
mutes with 7). By the semi-group property we have

%T{”x = Al I =T" Adpx

S0 ‘g .
Tz —T"z = | —(I/" ,TH)xds = | T" (AJp — Adm)zds.
o ds 0
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Applying the semi-norm p and using the equiboundedness we see that
p(T]x — T x) < Ktq((Jn — Jm)Az).

From (13) this implies that the Tt(n)x converge (uniformly in every compact
interval of t) for z € D(A), and hence since D(A) is dense and the Tt(") are
equicontinuous for all z € F. The limiting family of operators T} are equicon-
tinuous and form a semi-group because the Tt(") have this property.

We must show that the infinitesimal generator of this semi-group is A. Let
us temporarily denote the infinitesimal generator of this semi-group by B, so
that we want to prove that A = B. Let x € D(A). We claim that

lim T," AJ,z = T, Az (15)

n—oo

uniformly in in any compact interval of ¢. Indeed, for any semi-norm p we have
p(T Az — TV AT,z) < p(TAz — T\ Az) + p(T\™ Az — T,V AJ, )
< p((Ty - Tt("))Ax) + Kq(Az — JpAzx)

where we have used (14) to get from the second line to the third. The second
term on the right tends to zero as n — oo and we have already proved that
the first term converges to zero uniformly on every compact interval of ¢. This
establishes (15).

We thus have, for z € D(A),

—z = i (g _
Tix—x = nILH;O(Tt T — )
¢
= lim T(™ AJ,zds
n—oo 0
¢
= /(lim T AJ,x)ds
0 n—oo
t
= /TSA:cds
0

where the passage of the limit under the integral sign is justified by the uniform
convergence in ¢t on compact sets. It follows from Tiz — z = f(f T,Azds that x
is in the domain of the infinitesimal operator B of T and that Bx = Ax. So B
is an extension of A in the sense that D(B) D D(A) and Bx = Az on D(A).

But since B is the infinitesimal generator of an equibounded semi-group, we
know that (I — B) maps D(B) onto F' bijectively, and we are assuming that
(I — A) maps D(A) onto F' bijectively. Hence D(A) = D(B). QED

In case F' is a Banach space, so there is a single norm p = || ||, the hypotheses
of the theorem read: D(A) is dense in F', the resolvents R(n, A) exist for all
integers n = 1,2,... and there is a constant K independent of n and m such
that

(I-n"tA)"™|<K ¥Yn=1,2,..., m=1,2,.... (16)
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6 Contraction semigroups.
In particular, if A satisfies
I -ntA)7 M <1 (17)

condition (16) is satisfied, and such an A then generates a semi-group. Under
this stronger hypothesis we can draw a stronger conclusion: In (14) we now have
p=¢q=1| -] and K = 1. Since lim,_,o, IT7*z = Tz we conclude that under the
hypothesis (17) we can conclude that

I <1 V>0

A semi-group T; satisfying this condition is called a contraction semi-group.
We will study another useful condition for recognizing a contraction semigroup
in the following subsection.

We have already given a direct proof that if S is a self-adjoint operator on
a Hilbert space then the resolvent exists for all non-real z and satisfies

1

|1R(z, S)|| < m

This implies (17) for A = iS and —iS giving us an independent proof of the
existence of U(t) = exp(iSt) for any self-adjoint operator S. As we mentioned
previously, we could then use Bochner’s theorem to give a third proof of the spec-
tral theorem for unbounded self-adjoint operators. I hope to discuss Bochner’s
theorem in the context of generalized functions later on, either this semester or
next. Once we give an independent proof of Bochner’s theorem then indeed we
will get a third proof of the spectral theorem.

6.1 Dissipation and contraction.

Let F be a Banach space. Recall that a semi-group 7} is called a contraction
semi-group if
ITel<1 V>0,

and that (17) is a sufficient condition on operator with dense domain to generate
a contraction semi-group.

The Lumer-Phillips theorem to be stated below gives a necessary and suffi-
cient condition on the infinitesimal generator of a semi-group for the semi-group
to be a contraction semi-group. It is generalization of the fact that the resolvent
of a self-adjoint operator has +i in its resolvent set.

The first step is to introduce a sort of fake scalar product in the Banach space
F. A semi-scalar product on F is a rule which assigns a number ((z, 2)) to
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every pair of elements z,z € F in such a way that

((z+y,2)) = ((z,2)+{(y:2)
((Az,2)) = AM(z,2))
(,2)) = |lzI”

(2,2 < el - [l2]]-

We can always choose a semi-scalar product as follows: by the Hahn-Banach
theorem, for each z € F' we can find an £, € F* such that

[1:1 = llz]l and £.(2) = ||=|I*.

Choose one such £, for each z € F and set

({z, 2)) := L,(x).

Clearly all the conditions are satisfied. Of course this definition is highly un-
natural, unless there is some reasonable way of choosing the £, other than the
axiom of choice. In a Hilbert space, the scalar product is a semi-scalar product.

An operator A with domain D(A) on F is called dissipative relative to a
given semi-scalar product ((-,-)) if

Re ((Az,z)) <0 Vz € D(A).
For example, if A is a symmetric operat or on a Hilbert space such that (Az,z) <
0 Vz € D(A) then A is dissipative relative to the scalar product.

Theorem 6 [Lumer-Phillips.] Let A be an operator on a Banach space F'
with D(A) dense in F'. Then A generates a contraction semi-group if and only
if A is dissipative with respect to any semi-scalar product and

im(I — A) = F.

Proof. Suppose first that D(A) is dense and that im(I — A) = F. We wish
to show that (17) holds, which will guarantee that A generates a contraction
semi-group. Let s > 0. Then if z € D(A) and y = sz — Az then

sllzl|” = s{(z,2)) < s{(z,z)) — Re ((Az,2)) = Re ({y,z))
implying
sl < llyllll«l- (18)
We are assuming that € (I — A) = F. This together with (18) implies that

R(1, A) exists and
IR(1, A)[| < 1.

In turn, this implies that for all z with |z — 1] < 1 the resolvent R(z, A) exists
and is given by the power series

R(z,A) = i(z —1)"R(1, A)"*!

n=0
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by our general power series formula for the resolvent. In particular, for s real
and |s — 1| < 1 the resolvent exists, and then (18) implies that ||R(s, A)|| < s~ L.
Repeating the process we keep enlarging the resolvent set p(A4) until it includes
the whole real axis and conclude from (18) that ||R(s, A)|| < s~! which implies
(17). As we are assuming that D(A) is dense we conclude that A generates a
contraction semigroup.

Conversely, suppose that T; is a contraction semi-group with infinitesimal
generator A. We know that A is dense. Let {{-,-)) be any semi-scalar product.
Then

Re ((Tx — x,2)) = Re ((Tuz,2)) — ||z < | Ty ||| - [l]1* < 0.

Dividing by t and letting ¢t N\, 0 we conclude that Re ((Az,z)) < 0 for all
xz € D(A), i.e. A is dissipative for {{-,-)). QED

Once again, this gives a direct proof of the existence of the unitary group
generated generated by a self adjoint operator.

A useful way of verifying the condition im(I — A) = F is the following: Let
A* : F* — F* be the adjoint operator which is defined if we assume that D(A)
is dense.

Proposition 2 Suppose that A is densely defined and closed, and suppose that
both A and A* are dissipative. Then im(I — A) = F and hence A generates a
contraction semigroup.

Proof. The fact that A is closed implies that (I — A)~! is closed, and since we
know that (I — A)~! is bounded from the fact that A is dissipative, we conclude
that im(I — A) is a closed subspace of F. If it were not the whole space there
would be an £ € F* which vanished on this subspace, i.e.

(l,z—Ax) =0 VY ze D(A).
This implies that that £ € D(A* and A*¢ = £ which can not happen if A* is
dissipative by (18) applied to A* and s =1. QED
6.2 A special case: exp(t(B — I)) with ||B|| < 1.

Suppose that B : F' — F'is a bounded operator on a Banach space with || B|| < 1.
Then for any semi-scalar product we have

Re (B — D)a,x)) = Re ((Tz,)) — [lz|I* < [|Bzlllz]| - [|=[|* < 0

so B—1 is dissipative and hence exp(t(B—1I)) exists as a contraction semi-group
by the Lumer-Phillips theorem. We can prove this directly since we can write

>, tk Bk

k!
k=0

exp(t(B—1))=e*
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The series converges in the uniform norm and we have

B I < —t G tk”B”k <1
lexp(t(B—1))|| <e ) o S L
k=0

For future use (Chernoff’s theorem and the Trotter product formula) we
record (and prove) the following inequality:

lfexp(n(B — I)) — BMz|| < va||(B—1)z|| VoeF, andVn=1,23....

(19)
Proof.
fexp(n(B — 1)) = BMz|| = |le)  —(B*—B")z|
k=0
=k . .
< ey TI(BF - B
k=0
< ey lBE - D
k=0
= Y T IB DI+ B+t B
k=0
< ey gk —nlll(B - Dal.
k=0

Consider the space of all sequences a = {ap, a1, ... } with scalar product
[es) ’I’Lk .
(a,b) =e " Z Eakbk.
k=0

The Cauchy-Schwartz inequality applied to a with a;, = |k — n| and b with
br =1 gives

e_"zﬁ|k—n|§ e—"zﬁ(k—n)z- e" R
k=0 k=0 k=0

The second square root is one, and we recognize the sum under the first square
root as the variance of the Poisson distribution with parameter n, and we know
that this variance is n. QED
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7 Convergence of semigroups.

We are going to be interested in the following type of result. We would like to
know that if A,, is a sequence of operators generating equibounded one parame-
ter groups exptA, and A, — A where A generates an equibounded semi-group
exptA then the semi-groups converge, i.e. exptA, — exptA. We will prove
such a result for the case of contractions. But before we can even formulate the
result, we have to deal with the fact that each A,, comes equipped with its own
domain of definition, D(4,). We do not want to make the overly restrictive
hypothesis that these all coincide, since in many important applications they
won'’t.

For this purpose we make the following definition. Let us assume that F' is
a Banach space and that A is an operator on F' defined on a domain D(A). We
say that a linear subspace D C D(A) is a core for A if the closure 4 and the
closure of A restricted to D are the same: A = A|D. This certainly implies that
D(A) is contained in the closure of A|D. In the cases of interest to us D(A) is
dense in F, so that every core of A is dense in F'.

We begin with an important preliminary result:

Proposition 3 Suppose that A, and A are dissipative operators, i.e. genera-
tors of contraction semi-groups. Let D be a core of A. Suppose that for each
z € D we have that x € D(A,) for sufficiently large n (depending on x) and
that

Apx — Az. (20)
Then for any z with Re z > 0 and for ally € F
R(z,An)y — R(z,A)y. (21)

Proof. We know that the R(z,A,) and R(z,A) are all bounded in norm
by 1/Re 2. So it is enough for us to prove convergence on a dense set. Since
(2I — A)D(A) = F, it follows that (2] — A)D is dense in F. So in proving (21)
we may assume that y = (2] — A)z with x € D. Then

I1R(z, An)y — R(z, A)yll = [|R(2, An)(2] — A)z — 2|
= ||R(z,Apn) (2] — Ap)x + R(2, Ap)(Anz — Az) — 2|
1R (2, An)(An — A)|
1
Re z

where, in passing from the first line to the second we are assuming that n is
chosen sufficiently large that x € D(A,). QED

<

Theorem 7 Under the hypotheses of the preceding proposition,
(exp(tAy))z — (exp(tA))x

for each © € F uniformly on every compact interval of t.
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Proof. Let
én(t) = e ![((exp(tA,))x — (exp(tA))z)] fort >0

and set ¢(t) = 0 for t < 0. It will be enough to prove that these F' valued
functions converge uniformly in ¢ to 0, and since D is dense and since the
operators entering into the definition of ¢, are uniformly bounded in n, it is
enough to prove this convergence for x € D which is dense. We claim that
for fixed € D the functions ¢,(t) are uniformly equi-continuous. To see this
observe that

d
dt
for t > 0 and the right hand side is uniformly bounded in ¢ > 0 and n.

So to prove that ¢,(t) converges uniformly in ¢ to 0, it is enough to prove
this fact for the convolution ¢,, x p where p is any smooth function of compact
support, since we can choose the p to have small support and integral v/2m, and
then ¢,(t) is close to (¢, * p)(t).

_ Now the Fourier transform of ¢,,xp is the product of their Fourier transforms:
dnp. We have ¢,(s) =

b (t) = e [(exp(tA,)) Az — (exp(tA))Az] — e~ ![(exp(tA,))z — (exp(tA))z]

1 * . 1
(—1—is)t _ . .
— e exp tA,)x—(exp(tA))z]dt = —[R(1+is, Ap)x—R(1+is, A)z].
\/ﬂ/o [(exp tAy)z—(exp(tA))z] \/ﬂ[ ( )z —R( )z]
Thus by the proposition .
on(s) = 0,

in fact uniformly in s. Hence using the Fourier inversion formula and, say, the
dominated convergence theorem (for Banach space valued functions),

Gurd)O) = = [ Gu(p5)e s 0
uniformly in ¢. QED

The preceding theorem is the limit theorem that we will use in what follows.
However, there is an important theorem valid in an arbitrary Frechet space, and
which does not assume that the A, converge, or the existence of the limit A,
but only the convergence of the resolvent at a single point 2 in the right hand
plane!

In the following F' is a Frechet space and {exp(tA,)} is a family of of equi-
bounded semi-groups which is also equibounded in 7, so for every semi-norm p
there is a semi-norm ¢ and a constant K such that

plexp(tA,)z) < Kq(z) Vo €F

where K and q are independent of ¢ and n. I will state the theorem here, and
refer you to Yosida pp.269-271 for the proof.
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Theorem 8 [Trotter-Kato.] Suppose that {exp(tA,)} is an equibounded fam-
ily of semi-groups as above, and suppose that for some zy with positive real part
there exist an operator R(zo) such that

lim R(z0,An) = R(%)

n—0oQ0

and
im R(z9) i4s dense in F.

Then there exists an equibounded semi-group exp(tA) such that
R(z0) = R(z0, A)

and
exp(tA,) — exp(tA)

uniformly on every compact interval of t > 0.

8 The Trotter product formula.

In what follows, F' is a Banach space. Eventually we will restrict attention to a
Hilbert space.

8.1 Chernoff’s theorem.
Theorem 9 [Chernoff.] Let f : [0,00) — bounded operators on F with

If®OlI<1 vt

and
f0)=1.

Let A be a dissipative operator and exptA the contraction semi-group it gener-
ates. Let D be a core of A. Suppose that

1
’111{‘% E[f(h) —Iz=Az VzeD.

Then for all y € F

lim [f (%)] y = (exptA)y (22)
uniformly in any compact interval of t > 0.

Proof. For fixed t > 0 let



Then %Cn generates a contraction semi-group by the special case of the Lumer-
Phillips theorem discussed above, and so (by change of variable), so does C,,.
So (), is the generator of a semi-group

exptCh

and the hypothesis of the theorem is that C,z — Az for z € D. Hence by the
limit theorem in the preceding section

(exptCh)y — (exptA)y

for each y € F uniformly on any compact interval of t. Now

exp(tCyp) = expn [f (%) — I]

so we may apply (19) to conclude that

I (exsticn — £ (1)) el < vl (5 (£) - 1) = =i (5 (£) - 1)

The expression inside the || - || on the right tends to Az so the whole expression
tends to zero. This proves (22) for all z in D. But since D is dense in F and
and f(t/n) and exptA are bounded in norm by 1 if follows that (22) holds for
ally € F. QED

8.2 The product formula.

Let A and B be the infinitesimal generators of the contraction semi-groups
P, = exptA and @; = exptB on the Banach space F. Then A + B is only
defined on D(A)ND(B) and in general we know nothing about this intersection.
However let us assume that D(A) N D(B) is sufficiently large that the closure
A+ B is a densely defined operator and A + B is in fact the generator of a
contraction semi-group R;. So D := D(A) N D(B) is a core for A + B.

Theorem 10 [Trotter.] Under the above hypotheses
Ry = lim (P%Q%) y VyeF (23)

uniformly on any compact interval of t > 0.

Proof. Define
f(t) = Q.

For x € D we have
f@®x=P(I+tB+o(t)r=(I+ At + Bt + o(t))x

so the hypotheses of Chernoft’s theorem are satisfied. The conclusion of Cher-
noff’s theorem asserts (23). QED
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A symmetric operator on a Hilbert space is called essentially self adjoint
if its closure is self-adjoint. So a reformulation of the preceding theorem in the
case of self-adjoint operators on a Hilbert space says

Theorem 11 Suppose that S and T are self-adjoint operators on a Hilbert space
H and suppose that S+ T (defined on D(S) N D(T)) is essentially self-adjoint.
Then for everyy € H

n—oo

— t t "
exp(it((S +T))y = lim (exp(EiA)(exp EZB)> Yy (24)
where the convergence is uniform on any compact interval of t.

8.3 Commutators.

An operator A on a Hilbert space is called skew-symmetric if A* = —A on D(A).
This is the same as saying that ¢4 is symmetric. So we call an operator skew
adjoint if ¢A is self-adjoint. We call an operator A essentially skew adjoint
if 1A is essentially self-adjoint.

If A and B are bounded skew adjoint operators then their Lie bracket

[A,B]:= AB — BA

is well defined and again skew adjoint.
In general, we can only define the Lie bracket on D(AB)ND(BA) so we again
must make some rather stringent hypotheses in stating the following theorem.

Theorem 12 Let A and B be skew adjoint operators on a Hilbert space H and
let
D := D(A*)n D(B*) N D(AB) N D(BA).

Suppose that the restriction of [A, B] to D is essentially skew-adjoint. Then for
everyy € H

expt[A, Bly = lim_ <(exp —\/%A) (exp —\/EB)(exp \/%A) (exp \/%B)>

uniformly in any compact interval of t > 0.

Y
(25)

Proof. The restriction of [4, B] to D is assumed to be essentially skew-adjoint,
so [A, B] itself (which has the same closure) is also essentially skew adjoint.
We have

2
exp(tA)s = (T +tA + %Az)x +o(t2)

for x € D with similar formulas for exp(—tA) etc.
Let
f(t) :== (exp —tA)(exp —tB)(exp tA)(exp tB).
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Multiplying out f(t)z for x € D gives a whole lot of cancellations in and yields
f(8)z = (I +s*[A, B])z + o(s?)

so (25) is a consequence of Chernoff’s theorem with s = /t. QED
We still need to develop some methods which allow us to check the hypothe-
ses of the last three theorems.

8.4 Feynman path integrals.

To be written.
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