
Math 21a Old Exam One – Spring 2008 Solutions Spring, 2009

Part I: Multiple choice. Each problem has a unique correct answer. You do not need to justify your
answers in this part of the exam.

1 Which of the following statements are true?

(a) If a · b = a · c, then b = c.

(b) If b = c, then a · b = a · c.

(c) a · a = |a|2

(d) If |a| > |b|, then a · c > b · c.

(e) If |a| = |b|, then either a = b or a = −b.

(f) If a× b = a× c, then b = c.

(g) a× a = |a|2

(h) a · (b× c) = (a · b)× c

Solution: (b) and (c) are true.

2 Match each contour plot with one of the following functions.

(a) f(x, y) = x2 − y2

(b) f(x, y) = xy2

(c) f(x, y) = y2 − x2

(d) f(x, y) = x2y2

(e) f(x, y) = x− y2

(f) f(x, y) = xy

(g) f(x, y) = x2y

(h) f(x, y) = y − x2

Solution:
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(i) is (g) f(x, y) = x2y
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(ii) is (f) f(x, y) = xy



Math 21a Old Exam One – Spring 2008 Solutions Spring, 2009

4

4

-4

-4

2

2

-2

-2

0.5

0.5

-0.5

-0.5

-2 -1 1 2
x

-2

-1

1

2

y

(iii) is (b) f(x, y) = xy2
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(iv) is (d) f(x, y) = x2y2

3 Match each of the following equations with the appropriate graph below.

(a) x2 + 4y2 + 9z2 = 1

(b) x2 − y2 + z2 = 1

(c) y = 2x2 + z2

(d) x2 + 2z2 = 1

(e) 9x2 + 4y2 + z2 = 1

(f) −x2 + y2 − z2 = 1

(g) y2 = x2 + 2z2

(h) y = x2 − z2

I f - lU l l l l  f l I lU tl l t i  LlausD ut lue 6rYvu Du rs

! : k, z : k.Then identify the surface and sketch it'

g E O E E O t r D

2l-28 ilil Match the equation with its graph (labeled I-vI[). Give
reasons for your choices.

2 1 . x 2 * 4 y ' * 9 2 2 : l

2 3 . x 2 - y 2 + 2 2 : I

2 5 . Y : 2 x 2 + 2 2

27 .  x2  *  222 :  I

l l .  4xz t  9y '  *  36z2 :36

l ! . y ' : x 2 + z z
15. -x2 f- 4y' - 22 : 4

1 7 . x 2 * 4 z z - ) : 0

i l ' 9 " | t r : 2 2 - x '

12.  4Y:  xz + 22

1 4 .  z :  x '  -  y '

16. 25y2 + 22: L00 * 4x2

18.  x2 *  4y '  *  z2 :4

. 20. l6x2 -- yz + 422

2 2 . 9 x 2 * 4 y ' * 2 2 : l

24.  -x2 *  y '  -  z2:  I

26. y' : 1s2 + 222

28 .  Y :  x2  -  z2

3 4 . 4 y 2 * 2 2 - x - l 6 y - 4

l S . x 2 - y r + 2 2 - 4 x - 2 y

t , t .  * t  
, -  

, '  
:  

t t  
:  

t - :  r ,

ffi gZ-+O tttt Use a comPuter wil
ware to graph the surface- Ex
domains for the variables unt

37 .  z :3x2  -  5y2

! " s ' * : o : 0 " ,  .
41. Sketch the region boundt

andxz  *  y ' : 1  f o r  1  <

Sketch the region boundt
andz  :2  -  * '  -  y ' .

Find an equation for the
parabola y : xz about t}

Find an equation for the
x : 3v about the x-axis.

45. Find an equation for the
are equidistant from the
IdentifY the surface.

46. Find an equation for the
which the distance from
from P to the Yz-Plane. )

47. Show that if the Point (c
loid z : y2 - x2, then tJ
x : a + t , Y : b * t , z
Y : b - t , z : c - 2 ( b
loid. (This shows that th
called a ruled surface;
motion of a straight line
through each Point on tl
generating lines. The or
surfaces are cYlinders, c

48. Show that the curve of i
x 2 + 2 y 2 - 2 2 + 3 x :
lies in a Plane.

ffi +q. Graph the surfaces z :
screen using the domail
curve of intersection of
of this curve onto the x

IVm
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Solution:
(a) VII (b) II (c) VI (d) VIII

(e) IV (f) III (g) I (h) V
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4 The volume of the parallelepiped determined by the vectors u = 3i + 2j− k, v = −2i + 5j + k, and
w = 2i + j + 5k is. . .

(a) 54 (b) 36 (c) 108

(d) 144 (e) None of the above.

Solution: The answer is (c). The volume is |u · v ×w| = 108.

5 Match each equation below with the corresponding equation in polar, spherical, or cylindrical
coordinates.

(a) x2 + y2 + z2 = x

(b) (x2 + y2)2 = x2 − y2

(c) x2 + y2 = z − 3

(d) x2 + y2 − z2 = 1

(e) x2 − 2xy + y2 = z2

(i) r2(1− sin 2θ) = z2

(ii) r2 = z − 3

(iii) r2 = cos 2θ

(iv) ρ = cos θ sinφ

(v) ρ2 cos 2φ = −1

Solution:

(a) (iv) (b) (iii) (c) (ii) (d) (v) (e) (i)

6 The function

f(x, y) =
3x− 4y
x2 + y2

.

satisfies which of the following partial differential equations.

(a) fxx = fyy (b) fx = fyy

(c) fxx + fyy = 0 (d) fy = fxx

(e) None of the above.

Solution: The correct answer is (c). Here are the first derivatives:

fx =
3(x2 + y2)− 2x(3x− 4y)

(x2 + y2)2
=
−3x2 + 8xy + 3y2

(x2 + y2)2

and

fy =
−4(x2 + y2)− 2y(3x− 4y)

(x2 + y2)2
=
−4x2 − 6xy + 4y2

(x2 + y2)2
.

The second derivatives take slightly more work, but here are the final answers:

fxx =
6x3 − 24x2y − 18xy2 + 8y3

(x2 + y2)3

fxy =
8x3 + 18x2y − 24xy2 − 6y3

(x2 + y2)3

fyx = same as fxy by Clairaut’s Theorem

fyy =
−6x3 + 24x2y + 18xy2 − 8y3

(x2 + y2)3
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7 Assume that u and v are unit vectors. For each of the following assumptions, determine whether the
two vectors must be (i) perpendicular, (ii) pointing in the same direction, (iii) pointing in opposite
directions, or (iv) parallel but one cannot tell from the given information whether they point in the
same or opposite directions:

(a) u · v = 1

Solution: u and v point in the same direction (ii).

(b) u · v = 0

Solution: u and v are perpendicular (i).

(c) u · v = −1

Solution: u and v point in opposite directions (iii).

(d) |u · v| = 1

Solution: u and v are parallel but one cannot tell from the given information whether they
point in the same or opposite directions (iv).

(e) |u · v| = 0

Solution: u and v are perpendicular (i).

(f) |u× v| = 1

Solution: u and v are perpendicular (i).

(g) |u× v| = 0

Solution: u and v are parallel but one cannot tell from the given information whether they
point in the same or opposite directions (iv).

Part II: Free response questions. You should attempt all parts of each problem. Show your work!

8 Let
A = (1, 0, 0) B = (1, 1, 2) C = (1, 2, 1) D = (2, 2, 3).

Find

(a) The distance from D to A.

Solution: The distance from D to A is√
(1− 2)2 + (0− 2)2 + (0− 3)2 =

√
14.

(b) The distance from D to the line containing A and B.

Solution: Let a = 〈0, 1, 2〉 be the vector from A to B and b = 〈1, 2, 3〉 be the vector from A
to D. Then

projab =
a · b
|a|2

a = 〈0, 8
5 ,

16
5 〉.

The distance from D to the line containing A and B is

|b− projab| =
√

30
5
.
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Another approach: using the same terminology as above, the distance from D to the line is
|b| sin(θ), where θ is the angle between a and b. Since |a× b| = |a| |b| sin(θ), we can use the
cross product to compute the distance. Notice that

a× b =

∣∣∣∣∣∣
i j k
0 1 2
1 2 3

∣∣∣∣∣∣ = 〈−1, 2,−1〉,

so the distance is

|b| sin(θ) =
|a| |b| sin(θ)

|a|
=
|a× b|
|a|

=
|〈−1, 2,−1〉|
|〈0, 1, 2〉|

=
√

6√
5

=
√

30
5
,

which is the same as before.

(c) An equation of the plane containing A, B, and C.

Solution: Let a = 〈0, 1, 2〉 be the vector from A to B and c = 〈0, 2, 1〉 be the vector from A
to C. Then a vector perpendicular to the plane is a× c = 〈−3, 0, 0〉. Thus, the equation of the
plane is

〈−3, 0, 0〉 · 〈x− 1, y, z〉 = 0 or x = 1.

9 An astronaut is flying in a spacecraft along the path described by

r(t) = 〈t2 − t, 2 + t,−3
t 〉,

where t is given in hours.

(a) What is the velocity of the spacecraft when it reaches the point (6, 5,−1)?

Solution: The spacecraft reaches the point (6, 5,−1), when t = 3. Since r′(t) = 〈2t− 1, 1, 3
t2
〉,

the velocity at t = 3 is r′(3) = 〈5, 1, 1
3〉.

(b) What is the speed of the spacecraft when it reaches the point (6, 5,−1)?

Solution: The speed at t = 3 is |r′(3)| =
√

235
3

.

(c) What is the acceleration of the spacecraft when it reaches the point (6, 5,−1)?

Solution: Since r′′(t) = 〈2, 0,− 6
t3
〉, the acceleration at t = 3 is r′′(3) = 〈2, 0,−2

9〉.

(d) If the engines of the spacecraft are shut off when it reaches the point (6, 5,−1), where will the
spacecraft be 2 hours later?

Solution: The spacecraft will continue in a straight line (6, 5,−1) in the direction of the
velocity vector r′(3) = 〈5, 1, 1

3〉. Its position at time t is given by

p(t) = 〈6, 5,−1〉+ t〈5, 1, 1
3〉

and p(2) = 〈16, 7,−1
3〉.

10 Consider the parameterized curve r(t) = 〈12t, 5 cos t, 3 − 5 sin t〉. Find the arc length from t = 0 to
t = 2.

Solution: First, r′(t) = 〈12,−5 sin t,−5 cos t〉. Thus,∫ 2

0
|r′(t)| dt =

∫ 2

0

√
144 + 25 sin2 t+ 25 cos t2 dt

=
∫ 2

0
13 dt = 26.
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11 Find r(t) if r′(t) = (2t+ 1)i + cos tj− etk and r(0) = −i + πj + 3k.

Solution:

r(t) =
∫

r′(t) dt

=
∫

(2t+ 1)i + cos tj− etk dt

= (t2 + t)i + sin tj− etk + C

Since r(0) = −k + C = −i + πj + 3k, we have r(t) = (t2 + t− 1)i + sin t+ πj + (4− et)k.

12 (a) Find a parameterization of the line of intersection of the planes 3x − 2y + z = 7 and
x+ 2y + 3z = −3.

Solution: Any vector in the direction of the line is perpendicular to both normals. One such
vector is

〈3,−2, 1〉 × 〈1, 2, 3〉 =

∣∣∣∣∣∣
i j k
3 −2 1
1 2 3

∣∣∣∣∣∣ = 〈−8,−8, 8〉.

Another one is 〈1, 1,−1〉. (Why?) A point on both planes (and thus the line) is (1,−2, 0). (To
find this, I added the equations to see that any point on the line satisfies 4x+ 4y = 4. Then I
picked a nice z – namely z = 0 – and found x = 1 and also y = −2.) Thus the equation of the
line is

r(t) = 〈1,−2, 0〉+ t〈1, 1,−1〉.

(b) Find the symmetric equations

x− x0

a
=
y − y0

b
=
z − z0
c

representing this line.

Solution: This is

x− 1
1

=
y + 2

1
=

z

−1
or simply x− 1 = y + 2 = −z.

13 The intersection of the two surfaces x2 + y2

2 = 1 and z2 + y2

2 = 1 consists of two curves.

(a) Parameterize each curve in the form r(t) = 〈x(t), y(t), z(t)〉.
Solution: Both these surfaces are elliptical cylinders. The intersection curves, when translated
vertically into the xy-plane, each project onto the ellipse x2 + y2

2 = 1. This we can view as

(x)2 +
(

y√
2

)2
= 1 and take the parameterization x = cos t and y√

2
= sin t. What about z?

Well, from the equations it’s clear that z2 = x2, so z = x or z = −x (hence two curves). So
our parameterizations are

r(t) = 〈cos t,
√

2 sin t, cos t〉 and r(t) = 〈cos t,
√

2 sin t,− cos t〉.

(b) Set up the integral for the arc length of one of the curves.
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Solution: We’ll work with the first one. Notice that r′(t) = 〈− sin t,
√

2 cos t,− sin t〉, so
|r′(t)| =

√
2. Thus the arc length is given by the integral∫ 2π

0
|r′(t)| dt =

∫ 2π

0

√
2 dt.

(c) What is the arc length of this curve?

Solution: This integral is 2π
√

2.

14 Imagine the planet Earth as the unit sphere centered at the origin in three-dimensional space. An
asteroid is approaching from the point P (0, 4, 3) along the path

r(t) = 〈(4− t) sin(t), (4− t) cos(t), 3− t〉.

(a) When and where will it first hit the earth?

Solution: The asteroid will hit the earth when x2 + y2 + z2 = 1. In terms of t, this is when

(4−t)2 sin2 t+(4−t)2 cos2 t+(3−t)2 = 1 or (4−t)2+(3−t)2 = 1 or 2t2−14t+24 = 0.

This factors to 2(t− 3)(t− 4) = 0, so t = 3 and t = 4. Thus the asteroid will first hit the earth
when t = 3 at r(1) = 〈sin(3), cos(3), 0〉.

(b) What velocity will it have at impact?

Solution: The velocity will be r′(3). We compute the derivative to be

r′(t) = 〈(4− t) cos t− sin t, (t− 4) sin t− cos t,−1〉,

so r′(3) = 〈cos(3) − sin(3),− sin(3) − cos(3),−1〉 is the velocity. (The speed, by the way, will
be a nice simple |r′(3)| =

√
3.)


